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WildUrb: Eco-landscaping in the city!
It is a common trend to beautify landscapes, parks, gardens with perennial 
greenery and colourful fl ower beds. While doing so most of times the original 
terrain and vegetation cover - the true part of the local ecosystem - is altered 
and overhauled to a great extent. Unfortunately for us, natural habitats are 
disappearing at a very fast pace leaving behind a ruin of seemingly green 
landscapes that are devoid of wildlife.

What is Eco-landscaping?
Indeed many of us have heard of landscaping which is perhaps the modern 
concept of touching land with a bit of green here and there. Infact when 
people talk about landscaping in their homes or neighbourhoods, 80 % of the 
times they are referring to lawns. So much is the obsession with lawns that 
even while landscaping terraces they want to have that element there. Eco-
landscaping is not only about colouring your land green. It goes beyond that 
to make land real and alive - a living and functional unit of an ecosystem. 
Naturalness or wilderness is the basis for eco-landscaping.

What are the fundamentals of Eco-landscaping?
Habitat development :•  Which means creation of homes for other species 
apart from homo sapiens (we have enough of these already!). These 
would be the smaller fauna like birds, bees, insects, butterfl ies and this 
could be done by providing various habitats like native plants, rocks, 
feeders, and logs while planning a landscape. 
No ! Dog houses do not really qualify for this, for the moment… only 
perhaps when they are near extinction.

Aesthetics :•  A combination of beauty and comfort without compromising 
on the ecological health of the area.

Resource use and recycling :•  This is one of the biggest needs of today’s 
times and can be easily recreated in your open space to ensure that there 
is the minimalistic use of our precious resources like water, energy, and 
fertilizers. One of the aims is to use recycled material and to recycle the 
outputs of the household or unit itself. These micro-functional units include 
vermicompost, household wastewater treatment and use.

More about WildUrb

WildUrb offers many benefi ts

 a) cooling the temperature

 b) providing nourishment and making homes for our visiting fauna

 c) improving soil content

 d) reducing resource use water, fertilizers, and many others.

Eco-landscaping can do wonders for industrial campuses due to scale of 
perations involved and can be real-time models to highlight the industry’s 
walk in the green talk.



3

How do we explore this wild side !!! 
Plant diversity:•  Variety is the spice of life... so spice up your land!!!. 
Use a diversity in plant species in each category namely trees, shrubs, 
grasses, climbers, and herbs. Diversity has a direct relation with habitat 
development for small local fauna such as bird, butterfl ies, amphibians etc. 
For example, planting Ficus varieties like Banyan, Wild fi g and Pipal will 
attract birds like Bulbuls, Coppersmith barbets, Hornbills, Orioles. Wetland 
plants grown along a pond attracts dragonfl ies and damselfl ies.

• Plant Natives: Climatically acclaimed indigenous species score high in terms 
of resource needs, immunity to disease and survival in the toughest of 
situations. Combine evergreens with not-so-ever-greens to striptease plants 
to fl owers, to fruits and other useful trees. 
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Canopy
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Canopy
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Canopy

Ground cover 
& fi eld layer

H-edges: • Hedges are the best habitats for wild life like birds, butterfl ies 
and insects and also serves as the marking edges of the land. They act 
as wind breakers and protect the inner area. They also provide shelter to 
smaller fauna and add to the beauty to the area. A line of native herbs 
or tubers can be planted just below the hedge line. Tubers like Wild arum 
or Sapkanda can fi nd their best places to grow there and these double 
up as food. Though once hedges are put in place they need proper 
management. Trimming hedges once in a year is advisable but this should 
be done keeping in mind the wild life activity such as nesting period of 
birds, fl owering season of food plants of butterfl ies.
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No. Common Name Value
1 Sagargota Seeds are medicinal
2 Adulasa Leaves are medicinal
3 Nirgudi Leaves are medicinal
4 Ghaypat Food, thorny
5 Karwand Hardy, fruit shrub

A super combo-plantation will provide small niches for a range of small 
(and majorly harmless yet important) wildlife which can open a new world 
of recreation and wild friendly space. Such systems are also very productive 
in terms of food and providing habitats for fauna, and yet aesthetically 
pleasing and educative to visitors. 

Polli-Nation: Pollination is vital to our survival and of nearly all ecosystems 
on earth. Eighty percent of the world’s crop plants depend on pollination. 
They are the indicators of the good health of our natural systems. A decline 
in pollination can have devastating results such as negative economic and 
ecological consequences, including reduced agricultural yields, deformed 
fruit, local extinction of a plant species, and declines in seed- and fruit-eating 
organisms. Pollinators are indispensable partners for an estimated 1 out of 
every 3 mouthfuls of food, spices and condiments we eat, and the beverages 
we drink. They are essential to the fi bers we use, the medicines that keep us 
healthy, and more than half of the world’s diet of fats and oils. Bees are the 
most recognized pollinators. Butterfl ies and moths also serve as pollinators, 
mainly for food crops.  Many other insects like wasps, beetles and even 
bats and birds pollinate some fl owers. So let us do our bit to feed them and 
subsequently ourselves.

Food plants: Butterfl ies are strongly associated with the plants on which they 
feed i.e. food plants and the plants on which they lay eggs i.e. larval host 
plants. Butterfl ies are very choosy for their larval host plant so that caterpillar/
larva coming out of the egg can directly start feeding on leaves and other 
parts of the host plant. Generally all butterfl ies are attracted towards profusely 
fl owering plants for feeding like Lantana camara, Stachytarpheta, Crotalaria, 
Asclepias curassavica, Polygonum, Hygrophila schuli etc.

** (Since Lantana being non native plant and is invasive in nature, it is not  
highly recommended for plantation in the countryside.)

Waterholes: If you have the space and the terrain then seasonal or perennial 
waterholes (better known as wetlands) can be created, or the ones that are 
there can be enhanced. Wetlands are a very good habitat for birds also and 
they are known to improve the microclimate. We have provided a listing (see 
page 5) of some wetlands plants that can be planted on the banks as per the 
water level.

 http://www.pollinator.org/pollination.htm
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Name Scientifi c name

Alu  Colocasia esculenta

Wala  Vetiveria zizanoides

Kardal  Canna sp.

Bull rush  Typha sp.

Polygonum  Polygonum glabra

Hald kunku  Ascelpias curassavica

Nagarmotha Cyperus rotundus

Pennisetum Pennistum sp.

Wekhand Acorus calamus

Bramhi Centella asiatica

Neer bramhi Bacopa monnieri

** Typha and its fl owers, being non native, should be 
removed time to time once it attains maturity.

we have listed a plant 
combination that you could 
start with…

The WildUrb Package for your gallery

To make it easier to begin with...

No Common name Scientifi c name

1 Curry leaf Murraya koenigii

2 Lemon Citrus aurantifolia

3 Kunti Murraya paniculata

4 Stachytarpheta Stachytarpheta spp.

5 Dingala / Khulkhula Crotalaria retusa

6 Halad kunku Asclepias curassavica

7 Koranti Barleria spp

8 Krushna kamal Passifl ora edulis
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Having butterfl ies in your garden (for a change!) 

Butterfl y   Larval host plant

  Scientifi c name Common name

Jay   Michelia champaca Sonchapha

  Polylathia longifolia Ashok

Lime  Murraya koenigii Curry leaf

Common Mormon Citrus spp.  Lemon species

  Murraya paniculata Kunti

Emigrant  Bauhinia racemosa Apta

  Butea monosperma Palas

  Cassia fi stula Bahawa

  Cassia tora  Takala

  Cassia auriculata Tarwad

Pansy  Barleria spp Koranti

  Hygrophila schuli Talim khana

Tiger  Asclepias curassavica Halad kunku/ Milk weed

  Calotropis gigantea Rui / Milk weed

  Wattakaka volubilis Hiran dodi

Rings  Grasses 

Tawny Coster Passifl ora edulis Krushna kamal

  Passifl ora foetida Veli-ghani

Pierrot  Ziziphus mauritiana Ber
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Size does not matter
WildUrb has no limit of size, shape and area. It can be easily started in a 
balcony and one can add a small ready pond of diameter 2 ft with a few 
stones, 3 -4 potted plants and a few saplings. One can also place a bird-plate 
to attract small birds like sparrows, bulbuls. If there is more area available like 
within a bungalow premise, around a building, a terrace or even a countryside 
farm house then there is a phenomenal scope for the WildUrb. Just follow the 
basic principles of eco-landscaping that we have mentioned.  

Building on it
We must realise that in urban areas while there is a paucity of open space on 
the ground for WildUrb, there is also this huge opportunity provided the builders 
and the architects think it right. There is a treasure of open space in the 
form of terraces and balconies and with a bit of superior use of material and 
implied technology which is nothing but good waterproofi ng, one can start a 
roof top terrace or garden very easily. Builders and architects need to take 
into consideration the structural design of the roof slab at the inception level of 
the project. In the city of Pune, for e.g there are exemplary roof top terraces 
and gardens that are effectively composting waste and making the city look 
seemingly pretty.

Caring for it!
After having your WildUrb space in place the thing that is an absolute NO NO  
is to spray herbicides and chemical insecticides to reduce weeds and insects 
respectively. This defeats the purpose of WildUrb as these chemical inputs 
are responsible for not only killing many useful pollinators, but also polluting 
the environment. Natural alternatives are easily available, some of which can 
also be made at home, and the web is full of information on this. Of course 
it would be useful to remember that if your space begins to grow well and is 
planned holistically, then as a micro-system, the need for external inputs will 
decrease over time. For e.g Many natural predators in the green space help 
control pests. Insects such as spiders, dragonfl ies and ladybugs specialize in 
eating other insects. Before killing any insect or animal,fi rst consider what it 
eats!
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Initiated by Kalpavriksh, Pune 
Tree Watch is a citizens group 
that attempts to bring people 
together who are concerned 
about the dwindling tree cover. 
We aim to monitor, act and 
protect the trees that harbour 
a variety of life and that 
provide the citizens with various 
ecological benefi ts.

www.punetreewatch.org
www.kalpavriksh.org 
email: just.tasneem@gmail.com
ph: 020 25675450, 25654239

Oikos for Ecological Services 
is an ecological consultancy 
working for nature restoration 
and biodiversity conservation. 
Oikos offers services for natural 
resource management, 
ecological landscaping 
and eco tourism destination 
development.
Oikos also has a nursery for 
native plants.

www.oikos.in
email: oikos@oikos.in
ph: 020 25451875, 25466959

Due thanks to Yashoda Joshi for inputs and for the chic title for this brochure.

Coordinated by Tasneem Balasinorwala
Compiled and written by Tasneem Balasinorwala, Ketaki Ghate and Manasi Karandikar


